
New	
  Chairman’s	
  Remarks/Acceptance	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  electing	
  me	
  as	
  Chairman	
  of	
  The	
  Hammersmith	
  Society.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  very	
  
honoured.	
  I	
  also	
  take	
  it	
  as	
  a	
  huge	
  responsibility.	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  long	
  history	
  of	
  being	
  
independent	
  guardians	
  of	
  Hammersmith	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  do	
  my	
  utmost	
  to	
  carry	
  that	
  
banner	
  forward.	
  
	
  
First	
  though	
  I	
  must	
  pay	
  tribute	
  to	
  and	
  thank	
  Rosemary,	
  who	
  is	
  stepping	
  down	
  
after	
  three	
  years	
  at	
  the	
  helm.	
  She	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  extraordinary	
  chairman,	
  displaying	
  
almost	
  boundless	
  energy,	
  enthusiasm,	
  tenacity	
  and	
  sound	
  judgement,	
  Hans	
  has	
  
already	
  paid	
  tribute	
  and	
  her	
  own	
  Chairman’s	
  report	
  tonight	
  represented	
  just	
  a	
  
snap	
  shot	
  of	
  the	
  many	
  issues	
  with	
  which	
  she	
  has	
  dealt	
  everyday	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  
Society	
  with	
  a	
  vigour	
  and	
  fearlessness	
  which	
  is	
  almost	
  alarming!	
  
	
  
About	
  a	
  month	
  ago	
  –	
  in	
  anticipation	
  of	
  my	
  taking	
  over	
  as	
  chairman	
  –	
  she	
  told	
  me	
  
she	
  would	
  copy	
  me	
  in	
  on	
  everything.	
  This	
  was	
  like	
  being	
  hit	
  by	
  an	
  avalanche	
  –	
  up	
  
to	
  20	
  e-­‐mails	
  a	
  day	
  on	
  up	
  to	
  10	
  or	
  more	
  different	
  topics.	
  I	
  have	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  I	
  do	
  
not	
  anticipate	
  being	
  able	
  to	
  keep	
  up	
  that	
  level	
  of	
  output.	
  
	
  
Now	
  I	
  take	
  over	
  from	
  a	
  line	
  of	
  three	
  female	
  chairmen	
  –	
  note	
  not	
  ‘chairwomen	
  or	
  
chairpersons’.	
  These	
  include	
  Angela	
  Clarke	
  and	
  Melanie	
  Whitlock	
  –	
  both	
  also	
  
remarkable	
  –and	
  I	
  am	
  proud	
  to	
  have	
  served	
  as	
  vice	
  Chairman	
  to	
  each	
  of	
  them.	
  I	
  
have	
  to	
  confess	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  the	
  slightly	
  reluctant	
  incumbent	
  of	
  this	
  chair	
  but	
  
here	
  I	
  am	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  do	
  my	
  best	
  to	
  carry	
  on	
  their	
  good	
  work.	
  
	
  
I	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  any	
  radical	
  plans	
  for	
  my	
  chairmanship.	
  To	
  be	
  honest	
  there	
  is	
  such	
  a	
  
huge	
  and	
  constant	
  workload	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  pace	
  and	
  scale	
  of	
  development	
  which	
  
we	
  comment	
  upon,	
  not	
  to	
  mention	
  on	
  going	
  consultations	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  draft	
  Local	
  	
  
Plan	
  and	
  no	
  doubt	
  other	
  consultations	
  and	
  the	
  ever	
  changing	
  planning	
  
legislation.	
  
	
  
We	
  need	
  to	
  realise	
  the	
  massive	
  scale	
  of	
  development	
  being	
  considered	
  for	
  the	
  
designated	
  Opportunity	
  Areas	
  of	
  Old	
  Oak	
  Common,	
  White	
  City	
  and	
  
Hammersmith	
  Town	
  centre	
  are	
  potentially	
  individually	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  small	
  town.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  you	
  know	
  I	
  am	
  also	
  chairman	
  of	
  the	
  West	
  London	
  Link	
  and	
  in	
  that	
  capacity	
  
and	
  as	
  chairman	
  of	
  the	
  Hammersmith	
  Society,	
  I	
  hope	
  that	
  I	
  can	
  represent	
  wide	
  
views	
  on	
  the	
  implications	
  of	
  the	
  Flyunder	
  and	
  the	
  various	
  proposals	
  which	
  are	
  
emerging	
  around	
  Hammersmith	
  Town	
  Centre	
  –	
  on	
  which	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  
consultation	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  months.	
  
	
  
The	
  Hammersmith	
  Society	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  work	
  closely	
  with	
  the	
  Council	
  –	
  
although	
  we	
  may	
  not	
  always	
  see	
  eye	
  to	
  eye.	
  The	
  society	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  fiercely	
  
independent	
  and	
  a-­‐political	
  and	
  that	
  is	
  the	
  way	
  we	
  remain.	
  We	
  will	
  also	
  work	
  
closely	
  with	
  the	
  London	
  Forum	
  for	
  Civic	
  and	
  Amenity	
  Societies,	
  the	
  Historic	
  
Buildings	
  Group	
  and	
  our	
  affiliated	
  local	
  amenity	
  societies,	
  including	
  the	
  West	
  
London	
  River	
  Group.	
  Hans	
  will	
  (has?)	
  mentioned	
  the	
  Neighbourhood	
  Planning	
  
Workshop.	
  I	
  hope	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  expand	
  our	
  membership,	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  keen	
  that	
  we	
  
attract	
  more	
  people	
  to	
  join	
  the	
  Committee	
  to	
  tackle	
  the	
  huge	
  burden	
  of	
  reviewing	
  
and	
  commenting	
  upon	
  the	
  many	
  and	
  diverse	
  projects	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  presented	
  to	
  us	
  
over	
  the	
  next	
  three	
  years.	
  	
  So	
  if	
  you	
  think	
  it	
  is	
  something	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  do	
  –	
  
just	
  come	
  to	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  Committee	
  meetings	
  and	
  see	
  what	
  you	
  think.	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  -­‐	
  Tom	
  Ryland	
  


