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THE HAMMERSMITH SOCIETY 
Working to preserves and enhance our architecture and urban environment 

since 1962 
 

Minutes of the 57th      Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 12 June 

2019 at 6.30 for 7.00pm, at the Apex Room, Olympia, London W14 8XH 

 
Present: 60 Society members, friends and guests, including, Andy Slaughter 
MP, councillors, and representatives of local groups and Environment Award 
winners.  
 
1.The Society’s President, Professor Hans Haenlein MBE welcomed members, 
guests and friends. He drew attention to the ever-pressing need to consider 
how, in development generally, public value can be measured, in the face of 
near-universal prevalence of public assets being assessed solely on monetary 
value. 
The Society’s Chairman, Richard Winterton, passed on apologies from both 
the Mayor and the Leader of Hammersmith & Fulham, who were presiding 
over the Civic Awards event. He noted, to general appreciation, that Hans 
Haenlein had been President of the Society for 56 years.  
 
2. The Annual Hammersmith Society Environment Awards were introduced 
by Derrick Wright, who drew attention to the renaming of the Tom Ryland 
Conservation Award to recognise the huge work done by former Chairman the 
late Tom Ryland, for the Borough. In discussing the shortlist of nominations 
there was applause for a reference to the continuing and regrettable practice 
of designing gated developments, which undermined the ideal of mixed and 
vibrant communities 
Awards were presented by the President, Hans Haenlein, as follows: 
 
Tom Ryland Conservation Award: the restoration of St Augustine’s Church 
Fulham Palace Road. Developer:  Augustinian Province of England and 
Scotland;  Architects: Roz Barr Architects  
 
Nancy Goulden Awards: Coffeeology and Paintbox Studios, 308 and 310 King 
Street, external frontages renovated and repainted by owners 
Parklets in general and particularly under Hammersmith Flyover: a 
collaboration of LBHF, Hammersmith BID, Medidata and the Mayor of London. 
Wooden Spoons for those who got it wrong: 
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Sovereign Court Phase 1. Developer: Berkeley Group Architects: Lifschutz 

Davidson Sandilands 

No Environment Award was presented this year  
 
3. Introduction to the Olympia complex and plans for its future; and update 
on the redevelopment of Hammersmith & Fulham Town Hall and the Civic 
Campus(King Street West) 
 
Trevor Morriss of architects SSPARC gave a talk on the history and plans for 
redevelopment of Olympia.  Later members were invited to view the model of 
the proposed plans in the refurbished Upper Pillar Hall, which will become a 
restaurant and Jazz Club, complementing the two hotels at the Northern and 
Southern ends of the site.  Olympia will remain open during the 
redevelopment which will complete in 4-5 years’ time. 
Mark Rintoul of architects RSHP  gave a detailed description of the ongoing 
work to complete the design for the redevelopment of Town Hall (King Street 
West).  Work to demolish the ugly 1970’s Town Hall extension was expected to 
start in the Autumn, when staff have decanted to other buildings.  
 
4. Chairman’s Report and review of the past year 
Richard Winterton reported on the year’s activities, which are detailed on the 
Society’s website. 
 
5. The Minutes of the 56th AGM  held at the Bush Theatre on 5 July 2018 were 
agreed as a correct record.   
 
6. The Hon Treasurer’s Report and Accounts had been previously circulated 
and were accepted by the meeting. 
 
7. The election of Officers and Committee  
Hans Haenlein    President 
Richard Winterton    Chair 
Melanie Whitlock    Vice Chair 
Annabel Clarke    Secretary 
Richard Tollemache   Treasurer 
Richard Farthing    Membership Secretary 
Committee members: Angela Clarke, Julian Hillman, Annabelle May, Chris 
Tranchell, Derrick Wright, Richard Winterton 
 

http://spparcstudio.com/
https://rsh-p.com/
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The above were elected. 
 
8. Any Other Business and Questions from the floor 
 
In a Q&A session, a number of questions were asked about the Bridge, and 
Councillor Wesley Harcourt (Cabinet Member for the Environment) gave an 
impromptu update. 

Subsequently members were invited to inspect the internally-lit model of the 
proposed Olympia development in the Upper Pillar Hall 

 
 
The meeting finished at 9.00 pm.  
 
Further details of some items mentioned above can be found on the Society’s 
website, www.hammersmithsociety.org.uk 

http://www.hammersmithsociety.org.uk/

